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Introducing greater inequality between rich and poor.
Yet economic and social legislation could receive little
attention. Parliamentary Reform was essential, yet this
also had to be postponed. And meanwhile, public meetings
were prohibited, the free expression of opinion was prevented
and Radicals were closely watched and persecuted. The
pressing problems of Ireland had also to be shelved, with
the result that, when they were again tackled, they had
become a great deal more dangerous. An intense fear of
progressive views and policy had seized the governing
classes, so that the war left to the country a heritage of
distress and discontent on the one hand and fear and
reaction on the other.